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CHICAGO • Park Sung-hyun rarely 
reveals  her  emotions  on the golf  
course.  But  the  South  Korean  
showed  how  much  winning  the  
Women’s  PGA  Championship  
meant on Sunday when she burst 
into tears and hugged her caddie 
David Jones after outlasting compa-
triot Ryu So-yeon and Japan’s Nasa 
Hataoka in a three-way play-off.

All three had finished 72 holes at 
Kemper Lakes deadlocked at 10-un-
der par 278 and three shots clear of 
Americans Jessica Korda (68) and 
Angel Yin (71). 

World No. 5 Ryu, who closed with 
a  one-over  73,  and  sixth-ranked  
Park  (69)  each  birdied  the  first  
play-off  hole,  the  par-four  18th,  
while Hataoka (64) was eliminated 
with a par.

The South Koreans, who shared 
LPGA Player of the Year honours in 
2017, reached the green at the par-
four 16th, the second play-off hole, 
when play was suspended for dan-
gerous weather in the area, halting 
the drama at its peak for 20 minutes 
as the tension mounted.

When play resumed, Ryu missed 
her  15-foot  birdie  putt  and  Park  
sank hers from 10 feet before break-
ing down.

It was the second Major of her ca-
reer but arrived in the midst of a dif-
ficult season. She had missed the 
cut five  times from 12  starts  and 
was struggling with her game.

“It’s  been  a  tough  year  for  me  
with five missed cuts. I think all the 
work I’ve done has paid off today. 
That’s what really made me cry,” 
said the 24-year-old, who did not 
make a single bogey over the last 30 
holes of the tournament. 

“I still can’t believe that I’m sit-

ting right next to this trophy.”
A key moment came at the 16th 

hole when her approach came up 
short and settled in the high grass 
on the edge of the pond.

After a lengthy discussion with 
Jones, Park played a stunning shot 
to save par.

Park, last year’s LPGA Rookie of 
the Year, won her second title of 
the year after the LPGA Texas Clas-
sic in May. It was her fourth LPGA ti-
tle overall after last year’s US and 
Canadian Women’s Open crowns.

Ryu,  who  turned 28 on Friday,  
would  have  reclaimed  the  No.  1  
ranking with a  win after  starting 
the day with a three-stroke lead.

The two-time Major winner stum-
bled with a double bogey at the par-
four  second  but  recovered  with  
four birdies and led by two with two 
holes remaining in regulation. 

Disaster struck at the par-three 
17th as she collected another dou-
ble bogey after finding water with 
her seven-iron tee shot.  She said 
later she had trouble gauging what 
club to use in the fluctuating wind.

Ryu, who won last year’s ANA In-
spiration and the 2011 US Women’s 
Open, took her first title of the year 
two weeks ago at the LPGA Meijer 
Classic and hoped to move one step 
closer to a career Grand Slam.

“I did my best,” she said. “If I look 
back, nothing I can do any better 
than that. I just did 100 per cent ef-
fort. Every shot, every putt and still 
looking at the positive side.

“This is  my  best  finish for  this  
tournament so, hopefully, it’s going 
to keep improving and, one day, I 
want to lift that trophy.”

For Park, it was sweet vindication 
after a rough few months.

She said: “Actually this is my first 
time feeling like this kind of emo-
tion, like being this emotional... and 
I was really happy.”
AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE, REUTERS

POTOMAC  (Maryland) • Tiger  
Woods  produced  his  best  final  
round since 2012 for a joint fourth-
place finish on Sunday at the US 
PGA  Tour’s  Quicken  Loans  Na-
tional,  a  new  putter  reviving  his  
game ahead of the British Open.

The  14-time  Major  champion  
fired a four-under 66 at TPC Po-
tomac and ended at 11-under 269, 
10 shots adrift of winner Francesco 
Molinari, who matched the course 
record with a closing eight-under 
62, becoming the first Italian win-
ner on the United States-based cir-

cuit since Toney Penna in 1947.
Molinari  was  understandably  

thrilled, while Woods was also opti-
mistic about his form. This was his 
lowest final-day score since a 63 at 
the  2012  CIMB  Classic  at  Kuala  
Lumpur, for the second-best show-
ing in his comeback season from 
spinal fusion surgery.

“It feels good. Even my bad putts 
still had the ‘go in’ look,” the Ameri-
can said. “That’s something that I 
haven’t had. When I was struggling 
there for a little bit, I couldn’t even 
cheer for my good ones.”

He said his ability to make long 
putts consistently with his new mal-
let putter, given its first competi-
tive test this week, has boosted his 
confidence ahead of his next start 
at Carnoustie in three weeks .

“I’m starting to hit some putts.  
I’m starting  to  make those  putts  
you’re supposed to make from 10, 
15 feet, but I’m also making some 
from outside 20,” he said. 

“I haven’t done that, as I said, for 
the better part of two months, so 
that was nice, to make over 100 feet 
of putts twice this week. That’s a 

positive sign.”
Woods is visualising putts better, 

striking the ball with more confi-
dence and showing more signs of 
the form that brought him 79 US 
PGA titles, but none since 2013.

He said: “The putts I missed, I hit 
a lot of good ones, which I don’t 
mind because I hadn’t been doing 
that for a while, so this was nice.”

He even asked Molinari about his 
secret to shooting 62. “I told him 
pasta,” the 35-year-old from Turin 
said. “Pasta is the secret.”
AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

Nicole Chia

Construction  company  Samwoh  
Corporation has been involved in 
building several structures here, in-
cluding the Sentosa Gateway Tun-
nel  and  the  flyover  at  the  West  
Coast Highway and Clementi Road 
junction. 

Off  the  road,  the  firm has  also  
been building its  commitment to 
improving  its  employees’  health  
and well-being, and one of the ways 
it has done this is by consistent par-
ticipation in The Straits Times Run. 

A total of 250 Samwoh staff and 
their families will join this year’s ST 
Run on Sept 23 – the company’s 
largest  contingent  in  its  third  
straight year of participation. 

It is not only looking after its em-
ployees’  welfare  during  the  race,  
but that commitment also extends 
before and after the race too. 

Its  participants  are  enrolled  in  
the pre-race healthy cooking and 

yoga classes, all of which will be sub-
sidised by the company. 

After the race, they can relax in 
the company’s  hospitality tent  at  
the end-point carnival, where food 
and beverages will be served.

Said Samwoh Corporation’s chief 

executive officer Eric Soh: “We are 
proud to support the ST Run and, by 
extension, The Straits Times School 
Pocket Money Fund (STSPMF). 

“The  STSPMF  benefits  over  
10,000  children  and  youth  from  
low-income families each year and 

this is one of the many little ways 
Samwoh is doing our part to be a bet-
ter  corporate  citizen  and  giving  
back to our society.”

He also lauded the ST Run, which 
will end under the dome of the Na-
tional Stadium, as “a fantastic op-
portunity for all levels of employees 
to come together with their fami-
lies”.

Explaining how this is part of the 
company’s efforts to encourage its 
staff to create a balance between 
their work and personal  lives,  he 
added: “Being able to spend time 
with the family is important as it de-
velops mental  resilience and cre-
ates a more positive work environ-
ment.

“Through this sporting event, we 
are also encouraging our employ-
ees to stay healthy as part of our To-
tal  Workplace  Safety  and  Health  
commitment. Our employees’ per-
sonal well-being is of utmost impor-
tance to us.”

Executive engineer Aye Nandar, 

who will run the 5km race with the 
Samwoh contingent, will be taking 
part  in  the  ST  Run  for  the  third  
time. She said: “The pre-event work-
shops will equip me with skills be-
yond  running  to  ensure  my  per-
sonal well-being. 

“Being able to participate in this 
event  with  my  family  and  col-
leagues  from  different  business  
units allows the company to bond 
together as one Samwoh family.”

This  year’s  ST  Run  comprises  
three categories – 5km, 10km and 
18.45km. Registration is  $50, $60 
and $70, respectively. Past partici-
pants enjoy a loyal runner rate and 
need only pay $38, $48 and $58, re-
spectively.

cnicole@sph.com.sg

• Those interested in corporate 
packages can get in touch at 
info@straitstimesrun.com. Go to 
straitstimesrun.com to register for 
the ST Run.

Park  Sung-hyun  celebrating  after  making  a  birdie  on  the  second  play-off  hole  to  win  the  KPMG Women’s  PGA  
Championship on Sunday. She did not make a single bogey over the last 30 holes of the tournament. PHOTO: REUTERS

Construction company Samwoh Corporation will have 250 employees and their 
family members in this year’s ST Run. PHOTO COURTESY OF SAMWOH CORPORATION

Emotional victory as South Korean takes 2nd 
career Major in dramatic three-way play-off 

HARD WORK PAYS OFF

It’s been a tough year 
for me with five 
missed cuts. I think all 
the work I’ve done has 
paid off today. That’s 
what really made me 
cry. I still can’t believe 
that I’m sitting right 
next to this trophy.

’’PARK SUNG-HYUN, South Korean golfer 
who won the Women’s PGA Championship 
on Sunday, the second Major of her career 
in the midst of a difficult season.

PARK SAVOURS 
VINDICATION AS 
SHE LIFTS TITLE 

Molinari wins as Tiger is tied 4th after late charge
TODAY

TENNIS
Wimbledon Championships Day 2 
(Singtel TV Ch114/115 & StarHub 
Ch208/209, 6.30pm).

TOMORROW

BADMINTON
Indonesia Open Rd of 32 (StarHub 
Ch201, 1pm).

FOOTBALL
Singapore Premier League Young 

Lions v Geylang (Jalan Besar), 
Tampines v Brunei DPMM (Our 
Tampines Hub), Hougang v Albirex 
Niigata (Hougang), Warriors v Home 
(Choa Chu Kang) – 7.45pm.

TENNIS
Wimbledon Championships Day 3 
(Singtel TV Ch114/115 & StarHub 
Ch208/209, 6.30pm).

Live telecast times are subject to 
change without notice. For latest 
updates, go to singteltv.com.sg & 
starhubgo.com, or check the 
on-screen TV guide.

Next 48 Hours

Building employee engagement for the third year running
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